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NURSERY 

 Autumn  Spring Summer 
 

EYFS Development 
Matters 2021 - Three and 
Four-Year-Olds 
 
Understanding the World 
- Past and Present 
 

Begin to make sense of their own life-story 
and family’s history. 
 
Show interest in different occupations. 
 

Begin to make sense of their own life-story and 
family’s history. 
 
Show interest in different occupations. 
 

Begin to make sense of their own life-story 
and family’s history. 
 
Show interest in different occupations. 
 

 
RECEPTION 

 Autumn  Spring Summer 

Prior Knowledge from 
Nursery 
 
EYFS Development 
Matters 2021 - Three 
and Four-Year-Olds 
 
Understanding the 
World - Past and 
Present 

Begin to make sense of their own life-story 
and family’s history. 
 
Show interest in different occupations. 
 

Begin to make sense of their own life-story and 
family’s history. 
 
Show interest in different occupations. 
 

Begin to make sense of their own life-story 
and family’s history. 
 
Show interest in different occupations. 
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EYFS Development 
Matters 2021 - 
Reception 
 
Understanding the 
World - Past and 
Present 

Comment on images of familiar situations 
in the past. 
 
Compare and contrast characters from 
stories, including figures from the past. 

Comment on images of familiar situations 
in the past. 
 
Compare and contrast characters from 
stories, including figures from the past. 
 

Comment on images of familiar situations 
in the past. 
 
Compare and contrast characters from 
stories, including figures from the past. 
 

Early Learning Goals: 
 
Understanding the 
World - Past and 
Present 
 

Talk about the lives of the people around 
them and their roles in society. 
 
Know some similarities and differences 
between things in the past and now, drawing 
on their experiences and what has been read 
in class. 
 
Understand the past through settings, 
characters and events encountered in books 
read in class and storytelling. 

Talk about the lives of the people around them 
and their roles in society. 
 
Know some similarities and differences 
between things in the past and now, drawing 
on their experiences and what has been read in 
class. 
 
Understand the past through settings, 
characters and events encountered in books 
read in class and storytelling. 

Talk about the lives of the people around 
them and their roles in society. 
 
Know some similarities and differences 
between things in the past and now, 
drawing on their experiences and what has 
been read in class. 
 
Understand the past through settings, 
characters and events encountered in books 
read in class and storytelling. 

 
 

YEAR 1 

 Autumn  Spring 1 Spring 2 
 

Prior Knowledge from 
Reception 
 
Early Learning Goals: 
 
Understanding the World 
- Past and Present 
 

Talk about the lives of the people around 
them and their roles in society. 
 
Know some similarities and differences 
between things in the past and now, drawing 
on their experiences and what has been read 
in class. 
 

Talk about the lives of the people around 
them and their roles in society. 
 
Know some similarities and differences 
between things in the past and now, 
drawing 
on their experiences and what has been 
read in class. 

Talk about the lives of the people around them 
and their roles in society. 
 
Know some similarities and differences 
between things in the past and now, drawing 
on their experiences and what has been read in 
class. 
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Understand the past through settings, 
characters and events encountered in books 
read in class and storytelling. 

 
Understand the past through settings, 
characters and events encountered in 
books 
read in class and storytelling. 
 
 

Understand the past through settings, 
characters and events encountered in books 
read in class and storytelling. 

KS1 NC Coverage 
Changes within living memory. Where 
appropriate, these should be used to reveal 
aspects of change in national life. 
 

The lives of significant individuals in the 
past who have contributed to national and 
international achievements. Some should 
be used to compare aspects of life in 
different periods. 

The lives of significant individuals in the past 
who have contributed to national and 
international achievements. Some should be 
used to compare aspects of life in different 
periods. 
Significant historical events, people and places 
in their own locality. 
 
 
 

Historical enquiry 
question 

How have homes changed from the past? Was George Stephenson all that significant? Was George Stephenson all that significant? 
Local history study 
 

Sub-enquiry questions 
(historical knowledge) 

1. What sorts of homes do people live in 
today? (similarities and differences) 
2. How can we compare different homes? 
(similarities and differences) 
3. What did homes look like a long time ago? 
(evidence / similarities and differences) 
4. What were Victorian homes like? 
(evidence / similarities and differences) 
5. What would we find inside people’s 
homes from a long time ago? (evidence / 
similarities and differences) 
6. How have homes changed from the past? 
(continuity and change) 
 

1. How can we describe the passing of 
time? (chronology) 
2. How can we put events in our lives in 
order? (chronology) 
3. Who was George Stephenson? 
(significance of events/people) 
4. When was George Stephenson alive? 
(significance of events/people) 
5. What did George Stephenson do? 
(significance of events/people) 
6. What was Stephenson’s Rocket? 
(significance of events/people) 
 

7. What were the changes in railways and 
trains? (evidence / significance of events/people  
/ continuity and change) 
8. What was Stephenson’s impact locally and 
nationally? (evidence / significance of 
events/people) 
9. Was George Stephenson all that significant?  
(evidence / significance of events/people) 
10. What is the railway station like today? (visit 
Brixton railway station).  (evidence / continuity 
and change / similarities and differences) 
11 & 12. What changes can we see compared to 
Stephenson’s time?  (evidence / continuity and 
change / similarities and differences) 
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Historical concepts and 
skills 

Using evidence: 
I can pick out information about the past 
from sources like pictures, objects and 
stories. 
I can find answers to simple questions about 
the past from sources of information. 
 
Interpretation: 
I can talk about some of the different ways 
that the past is represented e.g. a story and 
newspaper account. 
 
Continuity and change: 
I can point out some similarities and 
differences between aspects of my life and 
the life of the people in the period I am 
learning about. 
 
Cause and consequence: 
I can make some comments about why 
people did things, why events happened and 
what happened as a result. 
 
Similarities and differences: 
I can point out some similarities and some 
differences between the ways of life of 
different people living at the time I am 
learning about. 
 
Significance of events/people: 
I can point out which people were 
historically important e.g. who is important 
in a picture or story. 

Using evidence: 
I can pick out information about the past 
from sources like pictures, objects and 
stories. 
I can find answers to simple questions 
about the past from sources of information. 
 
Interpretation: 
I can talk about some of the different ways 
that the past is represented e.g. a story and 
newspaper account. 
 
Continuity and change: 
I can point out some similarities and 
differences between aspects of my life and 
the life of the people in the period I am 
learning about. 
 
Cause and consequence: 
I can make some comments about why 
people did things, why events happened 
and what happened as a result. 
 
Similarities and differences: 
I can point out some similarities and some 
differences between the ways of life of 
different people living at the time I am 
learning about. 
 
Significance of events/people: 
I can point out which people were 
historically important e.g. who is important 
in a picture or story. 

Using evidence: 
I can pick out information about the past from 
sources like pictures, objects and stories. 
I can find answers to simple questions about the 
past from sources of information. 
 
Interpretation: 
I can talk about some of the different ways that 
the past is represented e.g. a story and 
newspaper account. 
 
Continuity and change: 
I can point out some similarities and differences 
between aspects of my life and the life of the 
people in the period I am learning about. 
 
Cause and consequence: 
I can make some comments about why people 
did things, why events happened and what 
happened as a result. 
 
Similarities and differences: 
I can point out some similarities and some 
differences between the ways of life of different 
people living at the time I am learning about. 
 
Significance of events/people: 
I can point out which people were historically 
important e.g. who is important in a picture or 
story. 
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Cross-curricular links to 
the core curriculum 

English - written descriptions of olden and 
modern homes, labelling homes and 
buildings, captioning images of homes, 
sequencing of changes to homes and 
structures over time. 
 
Maths - sequencing + ordering - timeline of 
homes through history, position and 
direction, geometry (shapes) - discussion of 
symmetry and scale in regards to the 
structure and design of buildings and homes. 
 
Computing - research  
 
 

English - description 
 
Maths - sequencing and ordering - children 
explored George Stephenson’s timeline and 
created their own, ensuring events are 
placed in chronological order,  geometry 
(shapes) - how have the design and 
structure of trains changed over time? 
 
Computing - historical research - history of 
railways and the construction of a particular 
line, life and work of George Stephenson, 
use of internet to look at maps and routes, 
VR tours of trains and steam engines 
(Stephenson’s Rocket) 
 

English - debate and discussion - Was George 
Stephenson all that significant? Children present 
arguments for and against, using persuasive 
language and facts to back their points up. 
 
Maths - sequencing and ordering - children 
explored George Stephenson’s timeline and 
created their own, ensuring events are placed in 
chronological order,  geometry (shapes) - how 
have the design and structure of trains changed 
over time? 
 
Computing - historical research - history of 
railways and the construction of a particular 
line, life and work of George Stephenson, use of 
internet to look at maps and routes, 
VR tours of trains and steam engines 
(Stephenson’s Rocket) 
 

Enrichment opportunities 
 

Visit the local area outside the school to 
identify different kinds of homes. 

 Visit Brixton overground station for local history 
study. 
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YEAR 2 

 Autumn  Spring Summer 
 

Prior Knowledge from 
Year 1 

British history - Victorians & significant 
individual - George Stephenson.  

The lives of significant individuals in the past 
who have contributed to national and 
international achievements. Some should be 
used to compare aspects of life in different 
periods - George Stephenson & railways in 
Victorian Britain 

Changes within living memory. Where 
appropriate, these should be used to reveal 
aspects of change in national life - Homes 

KS1 NC Coverage 
Events beyond living memory that are 
significant nationally or globally for example, 
the Great Fire of London. 
 

The lives of significant individuals in the past 
who have contributed to national and 
international achievements. Some should be 
used to compare aspects of life in different 
periods. 

Changes within living memory. Where 
appropriate, these should be used to reveal 
aspects of change in national life. 

Historical Enquiry 
What happened to London during the fire of 
1666? 

Why should we remember Ibn Battuta and Neil 
Armstrong? 

How has technology changed our lives? 
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Sub-enquiry questions 
(historical knowledge) 

1. How is Stuart London different to Modern 
London? (evidence / similarities and 
differences / continuity and change) 
2. What was life like in Stuart London? 
(evidence / similarities and differences / 
continuity and change) 
3. Could anyone have stopped what 
happened?  (evidence / cause and 
consequence) 
4. What did people do first? (evidence / 
cause and consequence) 
5. What was the fire like at its height? 
(evidence / cause and consequence) 
6. Why has London changed for the better?  
(evidence / similarities and differences / 
continuity and change) 
7. How is modern London different to Stuart 
London? (evidence / similarities and 
differences / continuity and change) 

1. Who are explorers and where have some 
explorers travelled in different periods of time? 
(evidence / significance of events/people) 
2. Who was Ibn Battuta and what did he do? 
(evidence / significance of events/people) 
3. Why is Ibn Battuta important and how? 
(evidence / significance of events/people) 
4. Who is Neil Armstrong and what did he do? 
(evidence / significance of events/people) 
5. Why was Neil Armstrong Important and 
how? 
(evidence / significance of events/people) 
6. Why should we remember Ibn Battuta and 
Neil Armstrong? (evidence / similarities and 
differences / continuity and change / 
significance of events/people) 
 

1. How did people communicate a long time 
ago? (evidence) 
2. How did the printing press change the way 
people communicated? (evidence / similarities 
and differences / continuity and change) 
3. How have phones changed over time? 
(evidence / similarities and differences / 
continuity and change) 
4. How has the internet changed our lives? 
(evidence / similarities and differences / 
continuity and change) 
5. Why should we remember famous inventors 
like Alexander Bell, William Caxton and Tim 
Berners-Lee? (evidence / significance of 
events/people) 
6. Which was the most important change in 
the history of communication? (evidence / 
interpretation / significance of events/people) 
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Historical concepts and 
skills 

Using evidence: 
I can say which sources (from a selection) 
are likely to be the most useful for a task. 
I can ask and answer questions such as: 
’what was it like for a ….?’, ‘what happened 
in the past?’, ‘how long ago did …. happen? 
 
Interpretation: 
I can use information from more than one 
source in my answer. 
 
Continuity and change: 
I can point out some similarities and 
differences between aspects of life at 
different times in the past. 
 
Cause and consequence: 
I can pick out some reasons for and results 
of people’s actions and events. 
 
Similarities and differences: 
I can describe some similarities and 
differences between people (e.g. rich and 
poor), events and beliefs in the period of 
history I am studying. 
 
Significance of events/people: 
I can talk about who was important e.g. in a 
simple historical account. 
 

Using evidence: 
I can say which sources (from a selection) are 
likely to be the most useful for a task. 
I can ask and answer questions such as: ’what 
was it like for a ….?’, ‘what happened in the 
past?’, ‘how long ago did …. happen? 
 
Interpretation: 
I can use information from more than one 
source in my answer. 
 
Continuity and change: 
I can point out some similarities and 
differences between aspects of life at different 
times in the past. 
 
Cause and consequence: 
I can pick out some reasons for and results of 
people’s actions and events. 
 
Similarities and differences: 
I can describe some similarities and differences 
between people (e.g. rich and poor), events 
and beliefs in the period of history I am 
studying. 
 
Significance of events/people: 
I can talk about who was important e.g. in a 
simple historical account. 

Using evidence: 
I can say which sources (from a selection) are 
likely to be the most useful for a task. 
I can ask and answer questions such as: ’what 
was it like for a ….?’, ‘what happened in the 
past?’, ‘how long ago did …. happen? 
 
Interpretation: 
I can use information from more than one 
source in my answer. 
 
Continuity and change: 
I can point out some similarities and 
differences between aspects of life at different 
times in the past. 
 
Cause and consequence: 
I can pick out some reasons for and results of 
people’s actions and events. 
 
Similarities and differences: 
I can describe some similarities and differences 
between people (e.g. rich and poor), events 
and beliefs in the period of history I am 
studying. 
 
Significance of events/people: 
I can talk about who was important e.g. in a 
simple historical account. 

Cross-curricular links to 
the core curriculum 

English - sequencing, poems, factual 
descriptions about Stuart London, role play 
and exploring diary entries.  
 

English - sequencing, fact files and research 
notes on Antarctica (Robert Falcon Scott/ Ann 
Bancroft).  
 

English - sequencing in chronological order and 
Inventor descriptions.  
 
Maths - geometry (2D/ 3D shapes of various 
forms of communication), numbers/ place 
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Maths - geometry (3D shapes of Stuart 
London City), place value (Chronological 
timeline) and periods of time.  
 
Computing - using maps for research and 
exploring artefacts.  

Maths - position, direction, place value 
(chronological timeline) and periods of time.  
 
Computing - research Ibn Battuta/Neil 
Armstrong. ​  

value (chronological timeline) and periods of 
time.  
 
Computing - research. 

Enrichment opportunities      

 
 

YEAR 3 

 Autumn  Spring / Summer 
 

Prior Knowledge 
British history - Events beyond living memory that are 
significant nationally - the Great Fire of London (Year 2) 
 

British history - Stone Age to Iron Age (Year 3 Autumn term) 
 

KS2 NC Coverage 
Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 
This could include:  

●​ Late Neolithic hunter-gatherers and early farmers, for 
example, Skara Brae   

●​ Bronze Age religion, technology and travel, for 
example, Stonehenge 

●​ Iron Age hill forts: tribal kingdoms, farming, art and 
culture 

 

The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and 
when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the 
following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang 
Dynasty of Ancient China 
 

Historical Enquiry 
What did the Stone Age ever do for us? 

When do you think it was better to live – Stone Age, Bronze 
Age or Iron Age? 

What do we owe to the Ancient Egyptians?   

 

Sub-enquiry questions 
(historical knowledge) 

1. What was it like to live in the Palaeolithic Period?  (evidence)  
1.  What is Egypt like? (evidence) 



                                                                                                        IQRA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
                                                    

       ​​                     HISTORY PROGRESSION OVERVIEW 2024 - 2025 

2. What was it like to live in the Mesolithic Period? (evidence / 
similarities and differences / continuity and change) 
3. What was new about the ‘new’ Stone Age? (evidence / 
similarities and differences / continuity and change) 
4. What did the Stone Age ever do for us? (evidence / 
similarities and differences / continuity and change) 
5. Why did Neolithic and Bronze Age people continue to farm 
if it actually made their life harder? (evidence / cause and 
consequences) 
6.  Which evidence is the most useful for telling us about Iron 
Age Britain? (evidence / similarities and differences / continuity 
and change) 
7. When was change the fastest and the slowest between the 
Neolithic period and the Roman Conquest of Britain? 
(evidence / similarities and differences / continuity and 
change) 
8. When do you think it was better to live – Stone Age, Bronze 
Age or Iron Age? (evidence / similarities and differences / 
continuity and change) 

2. Why couldn’t the Ancient Egyptian civilisation have survived without the 
River Nile? (cause & consequences) 
3. What does evidence reveal about religion in Ancient Egypt? (evidence) 
4. What does evidence reveal about the Ancient Egyptians beliefs of life 
after death? (evidence) 
5. What was daily life like in Ancient Egypt? (evidence) 
6.  What does the architecture in Ancient Egypt tell us about the beliefs of 
the Egyptians? (evidence) 
7. Who were some of the famous Ancient Egyptian Pharaohs? Why was 
Howard Carter so important? (evidence) 
8. How did Tutankhamen die? (evidence) 
9. Why did the Ancient Egyptian civilization last for three thousand years? 
(evidence / continuity and change) 
10. Why did the Ancient Egyptian civilization end after three thousand 
years? (evidence / cause and consequences) 
11. Was Cleopatra really a Greek? (evidence / interpretation / similarities 
and differences) 
12. What do we owe to the Ancient Egyptians?  (evidence / similarities and 
differences / continuity and change) 

Historical concepts and 
skills 

Using evidence: 
I can comment on the usefulness of different sources of 
evidence. 
I can use a source of evidence to answer and ask questions. 
I can ask questions such as ‘how did people ….? What did 
people do for ….?’  
 
Interpretation: 
I can compare different sources of evidence about a person, 
object, event or change in history and point out some 
similarities and differences. 
 
Continuity and change:  
I can describe some changes in the historical period I am 
studying. 

Using evidence: 
I can comment on the usefulness of different sources of evidence. 
I can use a source of evidence to answer and ask questions. 
I can ask questions such as ‘how did people ….? What did people do for 
….?’  
 
Interpretation: 
I can compare different sources of evidence about a person, object, event 
or change in history and point out some similarities and differences. 
 
Continuity and change:  
I can describe some changes in the historical period I am studying. 
 
Cause and consequence: 
I can suggest reasons for and results of people’s 
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Cause and consequence: 
I can suggest reasons for and results of people’s 
actions and events. 
 
Similarities and differences: 
I can describe similarities and differences between some 
people, events and beliefs in the period of history I am 
studying. 
 
Significance of events/people: 
I can suggest which people and events are more important. 
 

actions and events. 
 
Similarities and differences: 
I can describe similarities and differences between some people, events and 
beliefs in the period of history I am studying. 
 
Significance of events/people: 
I can suggest which people and events are more important. 
 

Cross-curricular links to the 
core curriculum 

English - diary entry, describing similarities and differences 
and writing an email to a pen pal. 
 
Maths - timeline in chronological order, sequencing different 
periods within a time frame and money (trading). 
 
Computing - research. 
 

English- writing system, non fiction writing (diary entry), fact file and writing 
summaries. 
 
Maths - history of numbers & 3D shapes, telling time - sundials, timeline, 
measurement (architecture) and money (trading). 
 
Computing - research. 
 

Enrichment opportunities  
 

Stone Age workshop by: 

http://www.thehistoryman.org.uk/thehistory_man/THE_HIST

ORY_MAN.html 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.thehistoryman.org.uk/thehistory_man/THE_HISTORY_MAN.html
http://www.thehistoryman.org.uk/thehistory_man/THE_HISTORY_MAN.html
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YEAR 4 

 Autumn  Spring / Summer 
 

Prior Knowledge 
World history - Ancient Egyptian civilisation (Year 3) 

World history - Ancient Greece civilisation (Year 4 Autumn term) 

KS2 NC Coverage 
Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and 
their influence on the western world 
 

The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain  
This could include: 

●​ Julius Caesar’s attempted invasion in 55-54 BC 
●​ The Roman Empire by AD 42 and the power of its army 
●​ Successful invasion by Claudius and conquest, including Hadrian’s 

Wall 
●​ British resistance, for example, Boudica 
●​  ‘Romanisation’ of Britain: sites such as Caerwent and the impact of 

technology, culture and beliefs, including early Christianity 
 

Historical Enquiry 
What is the legacy of the Ancient Greeks? 

What have the Romans ever done for us? 
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Sub-enquiry questions 
(historical knowledge) 

1. What was life like in Athens and Sparta during the time of the 
Ancient Greeks? (evidence / similarities and differences) 
2. What do artefacts tell us about what life was like in Ancient 
Greece? (evidence) 
3. What do we know about the achievements of Alexander the 
Great? (evidence / interpretation / significance of people) 
4. What are the similarities and differences between our school 
and schools in Ancient Greece? (evidence / similarities and 
differences / continuity and change) 
5. What do some of our buildings tell us about how we view 
Ancient Greece today? (evidence / similarities and differences / 
continuity and change) 
6. How were the Ancient Greeks governed and are there any 
similarities with how we are governed today? (evidence / 
similarities and differences / continuity and change) 
7. How have the Olympic Games changed since they were first 
held in Ancient Greece? (evidence / similarities and differences 
/ continuity and change) 
8. Which is the most important legacy of the Ancient Greeks? 
(evidence / similarities and differences / continuity and change) 
 

1. Who were the Romans? (evidence) 
2. If you were Julius Caesar, would you have invaded Britain in 55 BC? (cause 
and consequences / significance of events/people) 
3. Why did the Romans invade in 43 AD? (similarities and differences) 
4. How did Celtic people live? (evidence) 
5. Who was Boudicca and why do we remember her? (significance of 
events/people) 
6. What did Boudicca really look like? (interpretation) 
7. Why was Boudicca’s revolt significant? (significance of events/people / 
cause and consequences) 
8. What changes did the Romans bring to Britain? Homes, life and 
entertainment.  (similarities and differences / change and continuity) 
9. What changes did the Romans bring to Britain? Towns, roads and 
architecture. (similarities and differences / change and continuity) 
10. Why did the Romans build Hadrian’s wall in the north of England? 
(evidence / cause and consequences)  
11. Were all Roman soldiers the same? (evidence) 
12. What did the Romans ever do for us? (similarities and differences / change 
and continuity) 
 

Historical concepts and 
skills 

Using evidence: 
I can discuss sources of evidence in more detail. 
I can ask questions such as ‘what was it like for a …… during 
……?’ 
 
Interpretation: 
I can suggest some reasons why there are different accounts 
and interpretations of the past. 
 
Continuity and change: 
I can describe changes within periods and societies I have 
learned about. 
 

Using evidence: 
I can discuss sources of evidence in more detail. 
I can ask questions such as ‘what was it like for a …… during ……?’ 
 
Interpretation: 
I can suggest some reasons why there are different accounts and 
interpretations of the past. 
 
Continuity and change: 
I can describe changes within periods and societies I have learned about. 
 
Cause and consequence: 
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Cause and consequence: 
I can give some reasons for and results of historical events, 
situations and changes between periods I have studied. 
 
Similarities and differences: 
I can describe similarities and differences in society, culture 
and religion in Britain at local and national levels. 
 
Significance of events/people: 
I can explain which people and events are the most significant. 
 

I can give some reasons for and results of historical events, situations and 
changes between periods I have studied. 
 
Similarities and differences: 
I can describe similarities and differences in society, culture and religion in 
Britain at local and national levels. 
 
Significance of events/people: 
I can explain which people and events are the most significant. 
 

Cross-curricular links to 
the core curriculum 

English - Inference - Pupils to infer about aspects of Roman life 
from looking at primary sources. 
 
Maths - timeline, negative numbers (BC/AD) and sequencing 
dates in order. 
 
Computing - use of chromebooks for research. 

English - read sources to answer retrieval questions and role play. 
 
Maths - timeline, negative numbers (BC/AD) and sequencing dates in order. 
 
Computing - use of chromebooks for research. 
 
 
 

Enrichment 
opportunities  
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YEAR 5 

 Autumn  Spring / Summer 
 

Prior Knowledge 
World history - Roman Empire (Year 4) 

British history - Romans in Britain (Year 4) 
 

NC Coverage 
A non-European society that provides contrasts with British 
history – one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, 
including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900. 
 

Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots.  
This could include: 

●​ Roman withdrawal from Britain in c. AD 410 and the fall of the 
western Roman Empire  

●​ Scots invasions from Ireland to north Britain (now Scotland) 
●​ Anglo-Saxon invasions, settlements and kingdoms: place names 

and village life 
●​ Anglo-Saxon art and culture 
●​ Christian conversion – Canterbury, Iona and Lindisfarne 

 
The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the 
time of Edward the Confessor 
This could include: 

●​ Viking raids and invasion 
●​ resistance by Alfred the Great and Athelstan, first king of England   
●​ further Viking invasions and Danegeld 
●​ Anglo-Saxon laws and justice 
●​ Edward the Confessor and his death in 1066 

 
Historical Enquiry 

What was special about Baghdad and the Islamic world in 900 CE? What did the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings leave behind?  

Sub-enquiry questions 
(historical knowledge) 

1. Why did early Islam spread so quickly? (evidence / cause and 
consequences) 
2. What can life in Baghdad in 900 tell us about early Islamic 
civilization? (evidence) 
3. What were the most significant inventions of the ‘Golden Age’? 
(significance of events/people) 

1. How can we solve the mystery of the Sutton Hoo treasure? (evidence) 
2. What can the Sutton Hoo treasure, Staffordshire hoard and the 
Coppergate helmet tell us about the Anglo-Saxon civilisation? (evidence / 
similarities and differences) 
3. Where did the Anglo-Saxons come from? Why did they come? Where 
did they settle? (cause and consequences)  
4. Why do historians argue about how Roman Britannia became 
Anglo-Saxon Britain? (interpretations / change and continuity) 
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4. What can lost treasures in Indonesia and Denmark tell us about 
Baghdad in 900 CE? (evidence) 
5. What was so remarkable about Baghdad in 900 CE? 
(significance) 
6. How do civilizations differ? (similarities and differences) 
 

5. Which were the greatest treasures of the Anglo-Saxons? (evidence / 
significance of events and people) 
6. What was it really like living in VIking lands in the 8th century? 
(evidence) 
7. Why did so many Vikings leave home? Were Vikings all the same? Were 
the Vikings - raiders, settlers, explorers or traders? Where did they go? 
(evidence / cause and consequences) 
8. What happened when the Vikings came to Anglo-Saxon Britain? What 
were the causes and consequences of the Viking raids on Lindisfarne? 
(evidence / cause and consequences) 
9. Who were the real Vikings? (interpretation) 
10. What was life like in the Viking capital of Jorvik in the 10th century? 
(similarities and differences / change and continuity) 
11. Why was King Afred the Great significant? (significance of events and 
people) 
12. What did the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings leave behind? (significance of 
events/people / change and continuity / similarities and differences) 

 
Historical concepts and 
skills 

Using evidence: 
I can compare sources of evidence to help me identify reliable 
information. 
I can ask a range of questions about the evidence. 
I can address and create enquiry questions (with support). 
 
Interpretation: 
I can talk about the different factors that contribute to the 
accuracy and usefulness of a source (author, audience, purpose, 
when and where). 
 
Continuity and change: 
I can describe in detail and make some links between events, 
situations and changes within the period I am studying. 
I can describe in detail and make some links between events, 
situations and changes between different periods. 
 

Using evidence: 
I can compare sources of evidence to help me identify reliable information. 
I can ask a range of questions about the evidence. 
I can address and create enquiry questions (with support). 
 
Interpretation: 
I can talk about the different factors that contribute to the accuracy and 
usefulness of a source (author, audience, purpose, when and where). 
 
Continuity and change: 
I can describe in detail and make some links between events, situations 
and changes within the period I am studying. 
I can describe in detail and make some links between events, situations 
and changes between different periods. 
 
Cause and consequence: 
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Cause and consequence: 
I can explain my suggestions when giving reasons for and results 
of historical events, situations and changes. 
 
Similarities and differences: 
I can describe and suggest some reasons for similarities and 
differences in society, culture and religion in Britain and the wider 
world. 
 
Significance of events/people: 
I can explain why ‘x’ is a significant part of history and the impact 
it has had on modern society. 

I can explain my suggestions when giving reasons for and results of 
historical events, situations and changes. 
 
Similarities and differences: 
I can describe and suggest some reasons for similarities and differences in 
society, culture and religion in Britain and the wider world. 
 
Significance of events/people: 
I can explain why ‘x’ is a significant part of history and the impact it has had 
on modern society. 

 

Cross-curricular links to 
the core curriculum 

English - explanation and  diary. 
 
Maths - dates and timeline. 
 
Computing - research inventions and maps.  
 

English - diary, letter, explanation and presentation. 
 
Maths - distance travelled and timeline.  
 
Computing - research and use of Google Earth. 
 

Enrichment 
opportunities 
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YEAR 6 

 Autumn  Autumn  Summer 
 

Prior Knowledge  
 

British history - Anglo-Saxons 
(Year 5) 
 

British history overview from 1066 to 1939 (Year 6 
Autumn term) 

Local history study in KS1. 

NC Coverage 
Chronologically secure 
knowledge and understanding 
of British, local and world 
history. 

A study of an aspect or theme in British history that 
extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 
e.g. a significant turning point in British history, for 
example, the Battle of Britain. 
 

A depth study linked to one of the British areas 
of study listed above or a study over time tracing 
how several aspects of national history are 
reflected in the locality (this can go beyond 1066) 
or a study of an aspect of history or a site dating 
from a period beyond 1066 that is significant in 
the locality. 
 

Historical Enquiry  
How did Britain change from 
1066 to 1939? 

The Blitz: All we need to know about World War 2? 
How has a local site (Battersea Power Station) 
changed over the past century? 
Local History Study - Industrial past of the local 
area (links to geography fieldwork on economic 
activity) 
 
 

Sub-enquiry questions 
(historical knowledge) 

1. How did Britain change in 
the medieval period? (change 
and continuity) 
2. How did Britain change in 
Tudor, Stuart and Victorian 
times? (change and continuity) 
3. How did Britain change in 
the 20th century leading up to 
1939? (change and continuity) 
 
 

Enquiry 1: How significant was the Blitz? 
1. The Blitz: What was it? When did it happen? Why did 
it happen? (significance of events/people / cause and 
consequences) 
2. How did the Blitz relate to the rest of the war? 
(similarities and differences) 
 
Enquiry 2: World War 2: whose war? 
3. What happened? Whose war was it? (evidence) 
 

1. What can we find out about Battersea 100 
years ago? (evidence- use photos) 
2. When was Battersea Power Station built and 
why? (significance of people and events) 
3. How did Battersea Power Station survive the 
bombing during WW2? (interpretation) 
4. Why did the Power Station stop generating 
electricity? (interpretation) 
5. How has Battersea Power Station changed 
today? (evidence) 
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 Enquiry 3: What was the impact of World War 2 on 
people in our locality? 
4. What does a local war memorial tell us about the 
impact of World War 2 on our community? (similarities 
and differences) 
 
Enquiry 4: How well does a fictional story tell us what it 
was like to be an Evacuee? 
5. What does historical knowledge tell us about the war? 
(evidence / similarities and differences) 
6. Is one story enough to tell us what it was like to be an 
evacuee? (evidence / similarities and differences) 
 
Enquiry 5: Evacuee experiences in Britain: is this all we 
need to know about children in World War 2? 
7. What was it like to be a child in World War 2?  
(similarities and differences) 
 
Enquiry 6: New opportunities? How significant was the 
impact of World War 2 on women? 
8. Why were working women so important? What did 
women do in the war?  (evidence / significance of 
events/people) 
9. How far had things changed for women in World War 
2 compared to Tudor times? (evidence / similarities and 
differences / change and continuity) 
 
Enquiry 7: What did men do in World War II? Did all men 
have to fight? 
10. In what ways did men contribute to the war?  
(evidence / similarities and differences / change and 
continuity) 
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Enquiry 8: When was the most dangerous time to live? 
How different was the Blitz? 
11. What dangerous times can we think of at different 
times in the past? What was it like to be there? 
(significance of events/people / change and continuity) 
 
12. Was the Blitz more or less dangerous than what 
happened at other times in the past? (significance of 
events/people / change and continuity) 
 
13. Conclusion: The Blitz: all we need to know about 
World War 2? (significance of events/people / change 
and continuity) 
 

Historical concepts and 
skills 

Using evidence: 
I can explain my evaluation of 
particular pieces of 
information and particular 
sources. 
I can create and address 
enquiry questions. 
 
Interpretation: 
I can discuss how and why 
different arguments and 
interpretations of the past 
have been constructed. 
I know and understand that 
some evidence is propaganda, 
opinion and misinformation 
and that this affects 
interpretation. 
 
Continuity and change: 

Using evidence: 
I can explain my evaluation of particular pieces of 
information and particular sources. 
I can create and address enquiry questions. 
 
Interpretation: 
I can discuss how and why different arguments and 
interpretations of the past have been constructed. 
I know and understand that some evidence is 
propaganda, opinion and misinformation and that this 
affects interpretation. 
 
Continuity and change: 
I can describe and make links between events, situations 
and changes within and between different periods and 
societies. 
I can consider how people at the time might have 
viewed the changes and how this differs from the view 
today. 
 

Using evidence: 
I can explain my evaluation of particular pieces of 
information and particular sources. 
I can create and address enquiry questions. 
 
Interpretation: 
I can discuss how and why different arguments 
and interpretations of the past have been 
constructed. 
I know and understand that some evidence is 
propaganda, opinion and misinformation and 
that this affects interpretation. 
 
Continuity and change: 
I can describe and make links between events, 
situations and changes within and between 
different periods and societies. 
I can consider how people at the time might have 
viewed the changes and how this differs from the 
view today. 
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I can describe and make links 
between events, situations 
and changes within and 
between different periods and 
societies. 
I can consider how people at 
the time might have viewed 
the changes and how this 
differs from the view today. 
 
Cause and consequence:  
I can analyse and explain 
reasons for and results of 
historical events, situations 
and changes. 
 
Similarities and differences: 
I can explain similarities and 
differences in experiences and 
ideas, beliefs and attitudes of 
men, women and children in 
past societies. 
 
Significance of events/people: 
I can explain why ‘x’ is a 
significant part of history and 
understand and explain their 
historical impact. 
 

Cause and consequence:  
I can analyse and explain reasons for and results of 
historical events, situations and changes. 
 
Similarities and differences: 
I can explain similarities and differences in experiences 
and ideas, beliefs and attitudes of men, women and 
children in past societies. 
 
Significance of events/people: 
I can explain why ‘x’ is a significant part of history and 
understand and explain their historical impact. 
 

 
Cause and consequence:  
I can analyse and explain reasons for and results 
of historical events, situations and changes. 
 
Similarities and differences: 
I can explain similarities and differences in 
experiences and ideas, beliefs and attitudes of 
men, women and children in past societies. 
 
Significance of events/people: 
I can explain why ‘x’ is a significant part of history 
and understand and explain their historical 
impact. 
 

Cross-curricular links to 
the core curriculum 

English - posters of different 
eras in British history. 
 
Maths - timeline - placing 
different events in the right 

English - links to core text: Goodnight Mister Tom and 
letter to Ann-Frank. 
 
Maths - timeline of different events in chronological 
order. 
 

English - description and explanation. 
 
Maths - geometrical shapes, direction, position 
and measurement. 
 
Computing - research local area history. 
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order of time and Roman 
numerals. 
 
Computing - research - 
Different eras in British 
History from 1066 to 1900. 
 

Computing - N/A 
 

Enrichment 
opportunities 

 Visit Churchill’s war room at Imperial War Museum Visit to Battersea Power Station 

 
 
 
 
 


